
​Course Syllabus: Ecclesiastes 11–12​
​This course provides an advanced philological and exegetical examination of the concluding​
​chapters of Qoheleth. Students will explore Late Biblical Hebrew linguistic developments,​
​Ancient Near Eastern wisdom parallels, and the theological synthesis of the book's epilogue.​

​Lesson​ ​Focus​ ​Core Objectives​

​Lesson 1​ ​Eccl 11:1–4​ ​Generosity, commercial risk, and philological analysis of​
​liquid roots.​

​Lesson 2​ ​Eccl 11:5–8​ ​Divine inscrutability, metaphors of light/sun, and LBH​
​shifts.​

​Lesson 3​ ​Eccl 11:9–12:2​ ​Youth terminology, divine judgment, and cosmic​
​darkening imagery.​

​Lesson 4​ ​Eccl 12:3–5​ ​Allegory of bodily decay, anatomical metaphors, and​
​ruin motifs.​

​Lesson 5​ ​Eccl 12:6–9​ ​Dissolution of life, thematic inclusio, and Aramaic​
​linguistic influence.​

​Lesson 6-7​ ​Eccl 12:10–14​ ​Quest for truth, pedagogical metaphors, and the​
​ultimate epilogue summary.​

​●​ ​Lesson 1 (Eccl 11:1–4):​

​○​ ​Generosity​​&​​Uncertainty:​​Analysis​​of​ ח לַּ ךָ​​שַׁ מְ חְ נֵי​​לַ ל־פְּ ם​​עַ יִ מָּ ​​הַ ​and​​Egyptian​
​parallels (Instruction of Ankhsheshonq).​

​○​ ​Philology:​​Gender/number​​disagreement​​inה.י.י​​​​;​​usage​​of​ ה אָ ​​בְּ​​+​​רָ ​;​​liquid​
​removal​​roots​​(​ ​​י.ר.ק​​ר.ק.ק,​​ר.י.ק, ​).​

​●​ ​Lesson 2 (Eccl 11:5–8):​

​○​ ​Divine​​Inscrutability:​​Dual​​meaning​​of​ ן​;(wind/breath)​​​רוּחַ טֶ ​​​​as​​locus​​ofבֶּ
​mystery; agricultural risk management.​

​○​ ​Life​​vs.​​Death:​​Light/sun​​metaphors​​(Gilgamesh​​parallel);​​LBH​​shifts​​(​ ב ​​/​​רַ
ה בֵּ רְ ​.​​inversion​​of​​day/night​​proverbs;(​​​הַ

​●​ ​Lesson 3 (Eccl 11:9–12:2):​

​○​ ​Youth​​&​​Judgment:​​Terminology​​of​​youth​​(​ דוּת, חוּרוֹת,​​יַלְ רוּת​​בַּ חֲ ​​שַׁ ​);​​legalistic​
​warning​​(​ ךָ יאֲ בִ ים​​יְ לֹהִ אֱ ט​​הָ פָּ שְׁ מִּ ​​בַּ ​).​

​○​ ​Allegory​​of​​Aging:​​Abstract​​suffixes​​(-​ ​​-וֹת​​/​​וּת ​);​​cosmic​​darkening​​(sun,​​moon,​
​stars); poetic function of waw.​
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​●​ ​Lesson 4 (Eccl 12:3–5):​

​○​ ​Bodily Decay Allegory: Anatomical decline—keepers of the house (arms),​
​strong men (legs), grinding maids (teeth), peering ladies (eyes).​

​○​ ​Ruin​​Motifs:​​Prophetic​​ruin​​terms​​(​ ל, פָ ח​​שָׁ חַ ​​שָׁ ​);​​verbל​ בֵּ תַּ סְ ​​​almond​​tree​​and;​​​יִ
​grasshopper metaphors.​

​●​ ​Lesson 5 (Eccl 12:6–9):​

​○​ ​Dissolution​​&​​Epilogue:​​Snapping​​silver​​cord;​​dust​​returning​​to​​earth​​and​ ​​​​toרוּחַ
​God; stative verbs in Qal.​

​○​ ​Inclusio​​&​​Language:​​Thematic​​frame​ ל בֵ ים​​הֲ לִ בָ ​​הֲ ​;​​LBH​​Pi'el​​expansion​​(Aramaic​
​Pael);​​sage's​​verbs​​(​ ן, זֵּ ר,​​אִ קֵּ ן​​חִ קֵּ ​​תִּ ​).​

​●​ ​Lesson 6-7 (Eccl 12:10–14):​

​○​ ​Truth​​&​​Metaphors:​​Quest​​forץ​ פֶ י־חֵ רֵ בְ ​​​​andדִּ תוּב כָ ר​​וְ שֶׁ י​​יֹ רֵ בְ ת​​דִּ מֶ ​​אֱ ​;​​sayings​​asנוֹת​ בָ רְ ​​דָּ
​and​ רוֹת מְ שְׂ ים​​מַ טוּעִ ​​נְ ​.​

​○​ ​Epilogue​​Conclusion:​​Warning​​against​​endless​​bookmaking​​(​ ים​​עֲשׂוֹת רִ פָ ה​​סְ בֵּ רְ ​​הַ
ין ץ​​אֵ ​​קֵ ​);​​summary:​ ים לֹהִ אֱ ת־הָ א​​אֶ רָ יו​​יְ תָ וֺ צְ ת־מִ אֶ מוֹר​​וְ ​​שְׁ ​.​
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